
Top Notch Fundamentals, Second Edition                                                           Unit 10 
Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education. Permission granted for classroom use.  

NAME: _______________________     DATE: _________________ 
 

 

Supplementary Pronunciation Lessons 
 

 (Unit 10) 
 
 

UNSTRESSED SYLLABLES 

 
The weak vowel sound /ə/ is used in unstressed syllables.  

For example: 

             ɚ                      ə              ə            ə 

TEACHer           BREAKfast             aPARTment 

 

A. Read and practice. 
 

          ɚ 

1. WATer 

            ə 

3. CHICKen 

         ɚ 

5. SUgar 

           ə    

2. SOda 

          ɚ 

4. BUTter 

         ə 

6. PASta 
       

                                                                                              
         

               
 
                                                                                      

The weak vowel sound /ə/ is used in unstressed words like a and an.  

 
For example: 

ə 
                     ə 

                         ə                         ə 
            ɚ 

a TRAIN          a  STREET         an  OFfice           an ACTor 

 

 
B. Read and practice. 
 

   ə 
1. a BOX 

   ə 
3. a LOAF 

   ə  ə          ə 
5. an aPARTment 

   ə 
2. a BAG 

   ə 
4. an AIRport 

   ə 
6. an OFfice 

 
                   
C. Listen to the Vocabulary on page 80 and repeat in the pauses. 

    ə       ə       ə                     ə ə      

1. an EGG  4. a LEmon  7. a toMAto 

    ə        ə                    ə          ɚ                 ə  ə 

2. an Onion  5. a PEPper  8. a poTAto 

    ə         ə                   ə       ə                     ə  ə       ə 

3. an APple  6. an Orange  9. a baNAna 


